THE   HEAD   OF   THE   UNION

because he favoured the rights of small nations.
To those who associate the principle of self-
determination with the United States it comes
as something of a shock to find that Abraham
Lincoln, associated in one's mind with liberty
and democracy, should argue so firmly against it.
Yet the fact is unavoidable. Woodrow Wilson,
the greatest President of the United States be-
tween Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt, advo-
cated the principle of self-determination for the
settlement   of   national-minority   problems   in
Europe. He was not a blind and absolute be-
liever in the efficiency of the principle, nor, we
may assert, was Lincoln a blind and absolute
opponent of it. But Woodrow Wilson may be
said to have given pre-eminence to self-deter-
mination, to secession and to disintegration as
agents for good government; Lincoln gave pre-
eminence to majority rule, to union and integra-
tion. It is interesting to notice that Lincoln was
a Republican and Wilson a Democrat; Lincoln
was a Westerner, a frontiersman, allied with the
North;  Wilson was a Southerner, and, when
Lincoln delivered his First Inaugural, he was a
little   boy  of  five,   living  in  a  Presbyterian
parsonage in Augusta, Georgia, one of the seced-
ing and Confederate states of America.

Yet ruthless as Lincoln's determination was to
put down secession and to preserve the Union
by force, he retained always a sublime gift of
seeing all the states, whether seceded or waver-